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COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETING (SPECIAL POWERS) BILL 2011 

Committee 
The Chairman of Committees (Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm) in the chair; Hon Donna Faragher (Parliamentary 
Secretary), in charge of the bill. 

Clause 1: Short title — 

Hon KATE DOUST: Because we do not have a lot of time this afternoon I might save the big questions for 
when we resume. Given the budget has just been handed down this afternoon and having had a very cursory look 
through the budget papers to see what other moneys have been allocated to CHOGM, because we canvassed that 
during the second reading debate, I do not know whether the minister dealt with some of those monetary matters.  

Hon Donna Faragher: I didn’t actually.  

Hon KATE DOUST: We might talk about some of them now. I note in budget paper No 3 that a number of 
allocations relate to CHOGM. On page 113, under “Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Tourism” there is an 
allocation listed “CHOGM — Provision of Health Services”. I note in the 2010–11 period $21 000 has been 
allocated. In 2011–12, $1.2 million has been allocated. I wonder why that money was going to be allocated and 
spent in the area of health specifically for those four days. I thought the minister might provide us with the detail 
of what that is all about.  

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: As much as I would like to go through budget line items for other portfolios, I —  

Hon Alison Xamon interjected.  

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: It is a touch early.  

I seek your advice, Mr Chairman. I think the question asked by Hon Kate Doust does not fall within the ambit of 
this bill insomuch as questions have been asked about health and a budget line item. This bill relates to special 
powers during CHOGM.  

Hon KATE DOUST: While you think about that, Mr Chairman, the detail of why that allocation has been made 
is on page 115. It refers to “the provision of ambulance services, doctors and nurses for all meetings, dinners and 
functions attended by Foreign Ministers and Leaders.” I think that is an excessive amount of money to be 
allocated during that period when people are lining up at hospitals trying to get doctors, ambulances and 
services.  

Hon Donna Faragher: Good try, but it doesn’t relate to the bill. Look what the bill is for.  

Hon KATE DOUST: It might be a good try, but it is relevant and I am wondering whether this is part of a total 
package of dollars allocated by the state government towards CHOGM.  

The CHAIRMAN: I think it would be fair to say that once this bill has been passed, it will be fair and 
reasonable to ask for a sum total of the cost of carrying out this Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting. 
However, that appears to be as far as where it is reasonable to expect an answer to go. 

Hon KATE DOUST: We did actually talk about the costs, and I think the parliamentary secretary talked about 
the $12.2 million that had been allocated to police, the $1 million that had been allocated to compensate the 
Royal Agricultural Society for the potential loss of custom at or visitors to the Perth Royal Show because of the 
change in the date of the public holiday, and I think there were a couple of other amounts that were touched on. 
But the budget contains a number of other amounts that are directly related to this event. They are linked to the 
provision of services for health, tourism, marketing—to make it attractive to the delegates who will be in Perth—
and transport, which I thought was relevant, to provide alternative services. The transport part of the budget has 
an allocation of $300 000 for CHOGM. I think that might actually have some clear relevance because roads will 
be shut down—we have talked about access to public transport. It is all part of the whole package. Although the 
parliamentary secretary has not been able to give us an answer about the other costs that will be incurred by the 
state government, I hope that, as we make our way through the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 
(Special Powers) Bill 2011, the parliamentary secretary will be able to cobble together some figures. I think the 
public would like to know what it will cost them to have CHOGM occur in Western Australia—not the federal 
component, but how much it will cost the taxpayer to have this event run. I know that the parliamentary secretary 
does not have all those details to hand, but I wanted to put on the record some of those areas and those figures I 
have picked up after a very cursory look through the budget. I will have another look over the weekend and see 
what else pops up. 

Hon Simon O’Brien: Why don’t you read the bill while you’re at it? Then you might be able to talk about 
something that’s relevant! 
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Hon KATE DOUST: Why don’t you finish eating before you speak? Did your mother never tell you not to talk 
with your mouth full? 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Members, it is after 5.10 pm and we are getting towards the end of the day; let us 
have some decorum, please. 

Hon KATE DOUST: You are right, Mr Chairman; the Deputy Leader of the House should not have talked with 
his mouth full.  

If the parliamentary secretary is able to pull a set of figures together with all those costs, I would be interested to 
see them so that we will know the bill the taxpayer will be footing for the holding of this event in Perth.  

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: I again draw the member’s attention to the fact that this bill is quite specific. It is 
not an appropriation bill; it is a bill that deals with the ability to give police officers and certain other persons 
special powers with respect to CHOGM 2011. In my view, Mr Chairman—I will stand corrected by you—issues 
on the funding for all aspects of CHOGM are outside the scope of this bill. Having said that, the Premier has said 
that, after CHOGM has finished, he will table a full list of all expenditures. As members appreciate, this is an 
ongoing matter—it is still six months away—and there is obviously funding between the commonwealth and the 
state and the like. Although I am very happy to answer any questions that Hon Kate Doust puts to me, I think 
that particular question is outside the scope of the bill.  

Hon GIZ WATSON: I just wanted clarification of the Chairman’s ruling or comment. Did you say it was within 
the debate to have an amount for the cost of implementing this bill? Is that what was suggested? That is what I 
am interested in, and it seems to me that that would fit within the scope of the bill. I recognise it is a difficult task 
because it seems that it is not all costed yet, and that is perhaps the point that is being made. But it seems to me 
that if the Parliament is about to pass a bill that incurs a cost, it is not unreasonable to ask what that cost will be. 
Perhaps that is the point that Hon Kate Doust is seeking to make, and I am just checking whether that is a 
reasonable question.  

The CHAIRMAN: Hon Giz Watson, the answer that I provide supports the suggestion or the idea that there is a 
setting up cost for the special powers that exist within this particular bill. I am addressing that issue of the 
particular cost, because there is a certain dollar amount for setting up a structure, I suppose, to deal with the 
special powers. It is a fairly narrow sort of figure that I am suggesting.  

Hon GIZ WATSON: Are we talking about the setup costs and not the costs associated with implementing the 
special powers contained within this bill? Surely we could estimate the cost of not only setting up the powers, 
but also implementing the powers and running and policing the event.  

The CHAIRMAN: Members, my suggestion is that if there is a cost associated with one of those particular 
clauses within the bill, it is within the realms of possibility to ask a particular question on that cost. However, 
members cannot ask what the total cost of CHOGM is, because that goes well beyond the scope of this particular 
bill.  

Hon KATE DOUST: Again I refer to budget paper No 3, which was handed down today. There is a budget 
allocation for 2011–12 for CHOGM under “Western Australia Police”, so it is specifically about police for 
CHOGM. It refers to $20.6 million for “additional resources”. Given that the parliamentary secretary has the 
appropriate advisers with her and I am sure they are right across what those “additional resources” are that have 
been budgeted for to deal with this bill, my question is: what are those “additional resources” for which this 
budget allocation has been made to specifically deal with this bill and CHOGM? If the parliamentary secretary is 
not able to provide that today, I am happy for her to provide it at a later stage. 

The CHAIRMAN: Given that we need to start members’ statements at 5.20 pm, I will leave the chair and report 
progress.  

Progress reported and leave granted to sit again, pursuant to temporary orders. 
 


